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The less frequently a word appears:

• Longer lexical access times

• Longer to infer meaning when 
unknown

• If meaning not understood at all, 
reduces general comprehension.

4

reduces general comprehension.

From a corpus of over 51 million 

words (SUBTLEXus, 2011)

• 74286 unique words appear

• Frequency/million words
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This rose-bush, by a strange chance, has been kept alive in history; but 
whether it had merely survived out of the stern old wilderness, so long after 
the fall of the gigantic pines and oaks that originally overshadowed it, or 
whether, as there is fair authority for believing, it had sprung up under the 
footsteps of the sainted Ann Hutchinson as she entered the prison-door, we 
shall not take upon us to determine. 

5
5

6

- The Scarlet Letter  (1400L)

Comprehension item: 

The rose-bush serves as a vibrant ______ for this tale.
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Person
Ability

Text
Difficulty

1300

1400

Expected
Comprehension

Rate

25%

50%1300

1400
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1200

1100

1000

75%

90%

95%

1200

1100

1000
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UT-System
Textbooks

15 00L

14 00L

13 00L

Texas
Grade 11

�


13 00L

12 00L

11 00L

10 00L

9 00L

Lexile Scale

From Figure 1, Wilkins et al. (2010)
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100 – 15.44 = 84.6
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You now have the percent for Your LEA Results 
section of the Worksheet for each percentile
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