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Who’s Here Today?

District Guests
Aldine ISD Fort Bend ISD Humble ISD Plano ISD

Beaumont ISD Fort Worth ISD Katy ISD Presbyterian School

Conroe ISD Galena Park ISD Klein ISD Southwest ISD

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD Grapevine-Colleyville
ISD

Lewisville ISD Spring Branch ISD

Dallas ISD Harlingen CISD Lubbock ISD YES Prep Public Schools

El Paso ISD Houston ISD Northside ISD

3



Who’s Here Today?

Non-District Guests
Cecil J. Picard Center for Child Development and Lifelong Learning

Foundations/Philanthropic Organizations

Outreach Consultants

Texas Education Agency (TEA)

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB)

Texas High Schools Project

TCSR Partners:
Edvance Research

The Consortium on Chicago School Research (CCSR)
The University of Texas at Dallas Education Research Center (UTD-ERC)

University/University-Affiliated Organizations
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Accomplishments

Fall
2009

Winter
2010

Spring/Summer
2010

Fall 2010
(present)

•Launched TCSR
•Held inaugural mtg
•Presented research (CCSR, IES)
•Proposed on-track study

•Presented at TASA
•Held winter mtg
•Presented research (CCSR, IES)
•2 districts presented research
•Received on-track approval
•Conducted on-track analysis
•Provided on-track results

•Held 2 webinars
•Conducted additional on-track
analysis (district request)
•Established Steering
Committee
•Held inaugural mtg of Steering
Committee

•Holding fall mtg
•Holding Steering Committee
mtg
•Presenting research
(CCSR, IES)
•6 districts presenting research
•Creating long-term research
agenda

Convenings

1 2 3 2

What Have We Accomplished So Far?

November 2, 2010
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A New Era at IES: Greater Collaboration
Between Practitioners & Researchers
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Same
high

quality
research

New Director of IES John Easton – formerly with the Consortium on Chicago School Research (CCSR) –
promoting a shift in research to include greater collaboration between practitioners and researchers

in an effort to make education research more relevant

IES Priorities Then
Improving the quality
& rigor of research,
researcher-driven

IES Priorities Now
Maintaining rigor,
applying it more

broadly, and involving
practitioners



Focus of Today’s Meeting
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A look at the germy, messy, iterative
world of real-life research!



Daniel O’Brien, Ph.D.Daniel O’Brien, Ph.D.
Director,Director,

The University of Texas as DallasThe University of Texas as Dallas
Education Research CenterEducation Research Center

ERC UpdateERC Update
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Financial Allocation Study for Texas (FAST)

• Legislative Mandate (HB 3)
• Identify resource allocation practices that contribute to

high academic achievement and cost effective operations

• Student Progress
• Campus and District Value Added

• District and Campus Expenditures
• Financial Peers

• Innovative Web Tool

9



Alliance to Reform Education Leadership

• George W. Bush Institute Initiative
– Jim Guthrie, Senior Fellow at GBI

• Objective
– Improve the identification, selection and training of future

school leaders

• First Steps
– Nationwide network of pilot sites
– Innovative approach to identify and build competencies for

executive leadership
– Link to and learn from existing successful programs
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Accessing ERC Data

• Approval Process
• Proposal to ERC
• Internal and external review
• Submission to Joint Advisory Board (JAB)

• First School District Proposal
• Austin ISD
• December 9 JAB meeting

• ERC Access Sites
• Austin ERC office
• UT Dallas
• Other sites being considered by the agencies
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