
Laural LoganLaural Logan--Fain, Ph.D.Fain, Ph.D.
Associate Director,Associate Director,

Texas Consortium on School Research,Texas Consortium on School Research,
REL Southwest at Edvance ResearchREL Southwest at Edvance Research

Goals of TCSR &Goals of TCSR &
Steering Committee UpdateSteering Committee Update

November 2, 2010© 2010 Edvance Research, Inc.



TCSR Goals & Practitioner Benefits

Goals Key Practitioner Benefits
Understand and use quality

research
to inform practice

a) Increase research literacy in order to distinguish between strong /weak evidence
b) Increase insights into how research can be used to inform program/policy decisions & solve

problems
c) Increase exposure to findings from research with strong evidence

Use longitudinal data sets to
inform decision making

a) Understand the different types of data (state, district, etc.) that are available
b) Understand why it is important to use the appropriate type of data to address a particular problem
c) Gain access to data not readily available to districts
d) Follow and understand the progress of cohorts over time

Build a “community of
practice” to improve practice

and research

a) Develop and implement a research agenda relevant to practitioners
b) Engage in professional dialogue with researchers and other practitioners to share data analysis,

results, and related best practices
c) Leveraging others work to inform district issues and conserve resources
d) Share results from ongoing research to determine if the same methodology under different

conditions/subgroups renders the same or different results

Develop district capacity to
conduct research to improve

practice and student
outcomes

a) Replicate research activities conducted in the consortium with specific relevance to the district
b) Develop and implement an iterative process to analyze data that informs practice and drives

improved outcomes
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TCSR Steering Committee Members
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District Participant(s) District Participant(s)
Austin ISD •Karen Looby Houston ISD •Carla Stevens

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD •Linda Macias
•Rayyan Amine

Klein ISD •Angie Anderson
•Stan Hall

Dallas ISD •Cecilia Oakeley
•Dot Weir

Northside ISD •Sara McAndrew

El Paso ISD •James Steinhauser
•Carlos Perales
•Yinuo Du

Plano ISD •Dash Weerasinghe
•Paul Dabbs

Fort Worth ISD •Sara Arispe Southwest ISD •Celani Dominguez

Galena Park ISD •Sandy Matthews Spring Branch ISD •Jennifer Cobb
•Keith Haffey
•Amanda Salinas

Grapevine-Colleyville ISD •Karen Vance

Inaugural Meeting Held July 13, 2010 (conference call/webinar)
2nd Meeting to be Held October 29, 2010 (in-person meeting)



TCSR Steering Committee Discussion

Goals TCSR can
help districts
accomplish

Districts working
in sub-groups

College &
Workforce

readiness issues

Effectiveness of
on-track analysis

Ideal meeting
times &

locations

What districts
want more/less
of in meetings
and webinars
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