
GPISD Scholars’ Academy:GPISD Scholars’ Academy:
Preparing a New GenerationPreparing a New Generation

for Academic Successfor Academic Success

Mr. Crocket DuBoseMr. Crocket DuBose
Galena Park ISDGalena Park ISD

Dr. Darrell McWhorterDr. Darrell McWhorter
San Jacinto College North & Galena Park ISDSan Jacinto College North & Galena Park ISD

November 2, 2010© 2010 Edvance Research, Inc.
1



District Demographics: Galena Park ISD

Total K-12 Student Population: 21,208
Ethnic Distribution:

– African American 4,173 (19.7%)
– Hispanic 15,402 (72.6%)
– White 1,363 (6.4%)
– Native American 20 (0.1%)
– Asian/Pacific Islander 250 (1.2%)

Limited English Proficient (LEP) 6,093 (28.7%)
Economically Disadvantaged 16,558 (78.1%)

2



Problem

As leaders who look beyond one measure of student standards, Dr. Henry,
superintendent of schools, and the Board of Trustees established yearly
goals that seek to engender student success at all levels.
– One level particularly under-represented were those students just beyond the

criteria of gifted and talented. G/T services reach the top two to five percent
of the student population, but stop short of providing challenges to the
remaining six to ten percent.

– These high achieving students are often perceived as without needs,
problems, or challenges. (Moon, 2009)

– Dr Henry and the BOT sanctioned The Scholars’ Academy as an innovative
program to academically, culturally, and socially engage students in the top

ten percent of the student population.
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Data:

• Dr. Mark Henry, superintendent of schools and the Board of
Trustees analyzed 2004 data:

Advanced Placement completion
• State Region District

19.9% 19.8% 12.3%
Advanced Placement scores

• State Region District
53.9% 64.5% 43.2%

SAT Score Class of 2004
• State Region District

987 1000 871

ACT Score Class of 2004
• State Region District

20.1 20.6 17.7

4



Top 10%

SAT
GPHS NSSH District 04-05 District 05-06
1008 1085 1043 1054

ACT
GPHS NSSH District 04-05 District 05-06

20 22 19 21
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Dr. Henry and BOT Yearly Goals:

Goal 2: The district will provide opportunities and information to assist students in
preparing for college and careers.

Target 2.1: GPISD will increase the mean SAT/ACT scores for the top 10%, 25%, and 50% of students.

Target 2.2: GPISD will maintain the percentage of students taking SAT/ACT in the 45-55% range or above.

Target 2.3: GPISD will maintain the percentage of students taking Advanced Courses in the 15-25% range.

Target 2.4: GPISD will increase the percentage of students scoring a three or better on Advanced Placement
examinations to 50% in 2012.

Target 2.5: GPISD will continue to implement strategies to improve students’ preparedness for college.

Target 2.6: GPISD will continue to provide students opportunities to explore and develop skills relevant to a
chosen career pathway.
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Program Entry Requirements:

• Students are selected based on 5th grade
Commended TAKS scores in both reading and
math.

• Students new to the district after Grade 5 are
considered for entry on a case by case basis.
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