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If We Want to Know About College and Career
Readiness, Why Do a Student Survey?

We had a lot of data on College and Career
Readiness
– Students meeting THECB standard on TAKS
– Student data on PSAT, SAT, ACT
– Student data on AP course taking and testing

Data telling us students were not as college and
career ready as we would like them to be
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We All Have the Same Goal –
College and Career Readiness

How can we get better information that
identifies what impacts students?

What are some of the barriers that our students
are encountering?

What actions can we take while students are
with us?

We decided to ASK STUDENTS these questions.
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Domains – Big Ideas of Interest

More than just general feelings about school,
we wanted to hear from students about:

• Relationships
• Relevance
• Rigor
• Future Plans
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Where Did We Get the Survey?

Two Surveys:
Secondary Student Survey (all students grades 6-11)
Senior Exit Survey (graduating seniors)
– How did we develop the questions?
– Who was involved?
– What does that process look like?

5



How Did We Administer the Surveys?

• Decision points – online vs. paper/pencil
• Logistics – distribution and collection
• Results – analyses and reporting
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Secondary Student Survey

• My classes help me connect to what is happening
in my everyday life. (% agree)
2009

• Grade 09 81.7%
• Grade 10 80.1%
• Grade 11 78.4%

2010
• Grade 09 82.8%
• Grade 10 79.8%
• Grade 11 79.5%
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Secondary Student Survey (Cont.)

• My classes help prepare me to be successful in
college. (% agree)
2009

• Grade 09, 54.0%
• Grade 10, 52.4%
• Grade 11, 53.7%

2010
• Grade 09, 55.3%
• Grade 10, 52.5%
• Grade 11, 53.4%
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Secondary Student Survey (Cont.)

Original Question :
I plan to go to college.

– definitely yes, yes, no, definitely no

2010 Revision:
As things look now, how far do you think you will

go in school? I probably will:
– Not graduate from high school
– Graduate from high school
– Get some college, other training, or enter the military
– Complete 2-year college degree
– Complete 4-year college degree
– Go past college for an advanced degree
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Senior Exit Survey

What do you plan to do following graduation?
• Four-year college – public
• Four-year college – private
• Two-year college
• Career or Technical college
• Military Service
• Work
• Undecided
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Senior Exit Survey (Cont.)

If you are not planning to pursue further education
at this time, what is the primary reason?

Cannot afford #1 Need income for others
Childcare responsibilities Not needed for job
Don’t like school Military service
Low grades/scores Other #2
Not academically prepared
Need income for self #3
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Senior Exit Survey (Cont.)

Which of these services did
you use in the GO Center?

2009

N=1035

2010

N=1090
Diff

College search and info 62% 66% 3%

College application 47% 54% 7%

Scholarship search and info 38% 42% 5%

FAFSA pin and info 38% 45% 8%

SAT/ACT registration 39% 46% 8%

Career exploration 15% 17% 2%

G-Force help 9% 13% 4%

Presentations 16% 9% -6%
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Of Those Students Who Do Not Plan to Attend College Due to Financial
Barriers–How Many Are Accessing Financial Assistance Services?

• Go Center 36.7%
• Financial Aid Workshops 4.9%
• Both Go Center and Workshops 8.0%
• Total Students Using Services 49.6%
• Completed a FAFSA 81.6%
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Are We Really Listening?
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“It is pointless how a dress code is more
important than an education while not having
classes or programs that prepare us for the
real world. I believe that my school needs
help.”

2009 FWISD Graduating Senior
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“They should work on some of their programs to
tell teachers to work with their students in the
shop working on cars not just book work all
the time because we also need hands-on
training.”

2009 FWISD Graduating Senior
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“We need better programs for school.”
2009 FWISD Graduating Senior

“They need to introduce more career related
classes to school, for instance, I would've liked
several class that focused on web and graphic
designing because that is what I want to
major in.”

2009 FWISD Graduating Senior
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“Offer programs like hands on jobs, so we can be
trained when out of high school.”

2010 FWISD Graduating Senior

“We need more programs available during our
early years in high school to better prepare
ourselves for colleges and we can be
comfortable with our decisions.”

2010 FWISD Graduating Senior
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“I would have liked a cosmetology class, there
weren't a lot of career classes.”

2010 FWISD Graduating Senior

“We should have more options in classes which
might be more helpful and career-oriented.”

2010 FWISD Graduating Senior
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Was it Successful?

On-going Process
– Revision of Questions
– Analyses and Reporting of Results

Sharing Results to Inform Decisions
– Services Provided
– Scheduling
– New Programs
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