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The Dallas ISD Freshmen Performance Study

« CCSR studied freshman course performance
and high school completion

 E&A has been conducting similar studies in
Dallas since 2007

e Dallas ISD examined leading indicators
predicting on-time graduation:

— Absences

— Credit Accumulation

— Grade Point Average

— Semester Course Failures

— First Six-Weeks Course Failures
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What We Know

e Student performance in the freshman year of
high school is critical for graduation

* Three significant factors are attendance, GPA,
and course failure

e Course failure in the first six weeks of 9 grade
IS an early indicator of high school success or
failure
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The On-Track Indicator

A first—time ninth-grader is considered
on-track If:

e the student has accumulated five full course
credits, and

e the student has no more than one semester F
In a core subject (English, math, science, or
social studies).
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Percent On-Track: 2008/2009/2010

All freshmen
Without magnets
Magnets only
African American
Hispanic

White
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65.8%
63.1%
89.8%
65.7%
64.4%
83.2%

75.3%
73.7%
89.8%
75.1%
74.7%
81.2%

72.5%
71.0%
85.9%
69.5%
72.9%
77.5%
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What We Need To Know

 How early can we identify students who are
off-track for graduation?

» Are there reliable middle school predictors of
eventual graduation or dropout?

e If off-track students can be identified earlier
than high school, what interventions are
effective?
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Important Middle School Warning Signs

e EXxcessive absences

e EXcessive tardies

e Math course failure

e Language Arts course failure

Low 8" grade achievement levels increase the
“riskiness” of all middle school risk factors
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Prior Research: Middle School Absences Area Strong
Predictor of High School Graduation

B 0-4 days

B 5-9 days

B 10-14 days
B 15-19 days
B 20+ days
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Middle School Absences Also Predict
Freshmen On-Track Status
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Tardies Are Also a Strong Indicator of
Freshmen On-Track Status
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Middle Grades Course Failures

e In 2007-08, 19% of
students in grades 6-8
failed language arts

and 23% failed math mGrade 6
BGrade 7
 Math faillures were mGrade 8

much higher at 8t
grade

Math Lang. Arts
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Math and Language Arts Middle School Cumulative
Course Failures and Freshmen On-Track Status
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Most Middle School Students Had Few Flags

Flags: >10 absences, >10 tardies, math course failure,
language arts course failure

* Nearly half of all freshmen (48%) had O or 1 flag in middle school

* 92% of freshmen with no flags and 84% with one flag were on-
track

o 28% of freshmen had 2-3 middle school flags
o 77% of freshmen with 2 flags and 73% with 3 flags were on-track

» On-track rates dropped rapidly with higher numbers of flags
— 4 flags: 58% on-track
— 5-6 flags: 49% on-track
— 7 or more flags: 27% on-track

Dallas
Indepgnﬂen} %
choo
TCSRA. District 13



On-Track Freshmen Had Fewer Middle School Flags
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Nearly All Off-Track Freshmen Had One or More
Flags In Middle School

<1% m No Indicator

m Early Strugglers
(One or more flags
in grade 6 or 7)

@ Late Strugglers
(No flags before
grade 8)

m Missing data
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Grade Placement Students Are of
Particular Concern

100% -

 Failed TAKS Reading or Math
test in grade 8 80% -

 Were promoted to grade 9 by
Grade Placement committee at
middle school 60% -

 More likely to fall off-track in
freshman year (39% off-track,
compared to 18% of regularly
promoted students)

« More likely to fall off-track in 20% -
sophomore year: 29% of GP
students on-track in freshman
year fell off-track as sophomores 0%

m Off-Track

40% - m On-Track

Regular Grade placement
promotion
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District Responses: Update

e Continuation of high school mentoring and Early
Start programs from prior year

« Reorganization of Learning Communities

e Over-age high school (opened August 2010)
 TAKS Academy for 51" and 8t grades in June
 Regular Summer School began July 6

e Closer monitoring of Grade Placement process
e Focus on AIP (Accelerated Instruction Plan)
 FSI meetings scheduled each 6 weeks
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Focus on AIP and Grade Placement Students

ngntn Po‘tnl Welcome, Jeffrey Marx

[ Home | Sign out | ©Central | My Account | Teacher fccounts | Help/Contact | Admin ]
Evaluation and Accountability

| wesT LC v |6 - HILLCREST vl [ Find a schoal ]

[District | _ic_| School | Rosters | 7Aks | Benchmark| ACP | NormRef| TEtPAS | cEs |

Accelerated Instruction Plan (AIP) - Grade 8 Mathematics

Revision Date: 10/18/2010
Student Mame: Sample Student

Math Teacher: | Select Teacher b

Administration: & Between istand 2nd { Between 2nd and 3rd  { School year following 3rd

Assessment Results/Data Targeted Skill Development

TAKS math score: 5955 (3rd attempt) Wekest areas: Proportional relationships
and multiple represtations of data.

Weakest Objectives: 1, 2, and &

Area for Acceleration Target Time Strategy Monitoring
Number, Operation, E_'"d Quantitative iTEKS 8.2 it | | After School % H Cpen-Ended Problems % || Formal V!
Reasoning | |

|{Cempare and order rational numbers in varicus
|farms; select and use appropriate forms of ratianal
inumbers to solve real-life problems; approximate Motes: | Motes: Motes: Motes:
{the walue of irrational numbers; express numbers  |[Focus on Will stay Use of guestioning Teacher made
[w/ Scientiic Aatation 8.2D0 - after technigques to teats will
|Selact appropriate operations to solve problems Proprtional |lschool 2 facilitate working be used to
iﬂ\|’°|‘-’iﬂ9 rational numbers and justify the : relations days/week through open—ended asaess
|selections; use sppropriate cperations to solve Pt 3 -
|prablems involving rational numbers; evaluate 2 LT ST problens. progress.
|sclution for reasonablensss; use multiplication by teacher.
|a given constant factor to represent and solve
\problems involving proportional relationships | |

Patterns, Relatiu_nsl_lips, & Algebraic | TEks .3 bt | | Before School (v | | Pattern Recognition hd | | Formal v|
| Thinking f [ :
|Compare and centrast proportional and non-
\propertional lingar relatienships: estimats and find o Nk s | T | T
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Focus on AIP and Grade Placement Students (Cont.)

Underlying Processes and TEKS 8.14 || After School % || Manipulative Materials v || Formal v
Mathematical Tools | |

|1dentify the mathematics in everyday situations;
luse a problem-solving model that incorporates . . . .
\understanding the problem, making & plan, carrying | Motes: | Motes: Notes: | Notes:

|out the plan, and evaluating the salution for Foeus on Tutoring 2 lO=e of Teacher made
reasonableness; select or develop an appropriate

e R e S applying days/week (manipulatives to a3sessments
\ebjects, manipulatives, and tachnelegy to solve problem facilitate used on a
|problems solving lmathematical regular

| 4 . X % model |communication. basis.
{Communicate mathematical ideas using language.

\efficient tools, appropriate units, and graphical, [2.14b)

|numerical, physical, or algebraic mathematical

|models

|Make canjectures fram pattarns or sets of
'F_'»camples and nan-examples; validate his/her
|conclusions using mathematical properties and
relationships

Evaluation of Plan (District defines appropriate periods of time; e.g. every two weeks, every month, etc.)

Time Period (mm/dd/yyyy) Assessment Results/Data Recommendations
Start: |09/06/2010 "_ﬁ" Student is making progress as Continue after-school tutoring.

dempnstrated on teacher made
End: |10/31/2010 31| |assessments.

Add Time Period I

Approval of Grade Placement Committee Members - AIP Revision Date: 10/18/2010

Type your name: |Sample Teacher
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